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1 Jun was the triumphent language 
7 of an apoſtle, at the coſe of 'utedivus 
and painful warfare with the! powers of = 
"WY darkneſs ; juſt as he was | the laſt 
bow, layiag the vanguitiied enemy at hie 
(bet, and ſtretehing out his hand to re- 
cee the rewards of victory, © The end 
Of crowns' the work. To enter tlie lifts is! 


brꝛye; to ſtantl the fhock' of repeated onſet⸗ 
it braver fl”; but it is the height of bra 
very to dare the etiemy, in the immediate 


ve of the laſt gfand Riot of afl. Happy 
an, whoſe coura ge thus grew witli his dun- 


gers, who deemed h himſelf a conqueror when 
7 3 others 
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2 The My oO, 


Wake — of the m pt power ＋ re- 
ligion is perhaps hardly any where to be 
met with. Nor is it poſſible, I think, to 
dear the apoſtle, circumſtanced as he was; 
| expreſs him ſelf in this manner, without feel - 
ing a perſuaſion that there is a truth in reli- 
gion, and that this great _ ben man u 
1. poſſeſſed of ii. 
It is generally wc this, was this 
laſt epiſtle, and that it was written as the 
| en tells us, when he was brought be- 
fore Nero the ſecond time, that is, (as wh 
may from ſeveral .circumſtances reaſpp 
conjecture) when he was under ſentence 
death. Indeed he ſays himſelf, in the wards 
immediately preceding the text, that bg . 
now ready to be offered, and that ; the time of 
his departure was at band: phraſes that yery 
ſtrongly expreſs his apprehenſion of ſuffering 
a violent death, and that it was, now very 
near approaching. He was already poured 
aun, as the word js, * alluding to the cuſtom 
- of. ibations in. lacrifices,, and his departure 
was ande or inſtant f. So e View 
3 8 eee | +1 } ighomas, 7 Naa 
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— the Crown: 


him juſt coming forth) as it were, to exe 
cution, with all the ſolemn of. 
death: immediately beſpre his eyes. Awful 
moment! Men in common, and with very 
good reaſon, are greatly ſhocked at ſuch ap- 
pearances . Vet, hete and there we meet 
with a perſon who through a vehement 

paſſion, for fame, or elſe by mere dint of 
fool-Batäfheſs, ſuppo ts with ſome appear- 
ance of "tefolution.” But where is there an 


 inflaice:of any one behaving as the apoſtle 


did, with ſuch fortitude, and at the ſame 
time with ſuch compoſure and joy, on any 
other Principles than | thoſe of true reli- 
tion? He does not deſpiſe death, and yet 
is not ſubdued by the dread of it. The fo- 
lemnity of the great event ſtrikes bis imagi- 
nation, but it does not deprive him of ſelf- 
poſſeſſion, | In ſhort, what had paſt,. and 
what was to come, afford him ſuch quiet in 
the reflection, and ſuch joy in the proſpect, 
that the terrors of the laſt enemy, though 


perceived, are uttetly ineapable of ſhaking. = 


his reſolution. And thus the noble. decla- 

ration he had made to the Epheſians, when 
he took his final leave bf them, he bravely 
reſumes oven in the article: of death: {Now 
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neceiued of the Lord. Yelus, alis abe cold 


- Now in the text; conſidered as the dying 


_ words of the apaſtle, there are two things 


{Rt e eee 0 65 din 


5 VII! 132 gik 
1 The pleaſing redeten be makes an 


his paſt temper and conduct; and, 


1. The fall aſſurance een. 
rewurds of heaven 6! ll ie bib 
Exch pf theſe 1 n l exp ain and Duftrate, 
as MF: ng di ah 


i. % . 434 IO 7 82 n 146 


1. . to the apoſtle 


conduct, there ate — rer 1 re- 
collect with" pleafate—thar he had ght 


a good fight; that he had Bie bs con 
W A + 4 he had % the faith,” And, in 
regard of each of theſe ' particulars, we are 


50 conifider him both in a private and publit 


e as a Cbriſtian, and N - yr 


"of *£$35£5 #4 ; . 2114 934 21 1111 3 


Fier, He bad - fought 4 quod i. 
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neral, /and Jignifies a 
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3 It will be proper 
of * c our view here to the idea 
l. me Bo he ſama ap Ge 


maſtery; and that be. 
PONY 42 Seat, nets . ane char 
ten. and ; 
—— — 
the enemies which the a Me had 


in his private capacity to:contend with, woes 


ſuch as are common to all 
good. men. 
A EN of Chile 
1 
ae W us, powerful and ſubtle ad- 
— ge war wich che appetite. 
Lade and blood; v tionsof human nature, wich 
„ with pri incipalities aud ö 
phe arr, — places 
mortal minds, wald nin. reed r der 
fon and —— 
enn. ——— 


% 


pn - 
_eveclaſting/ſhame and mi ſery. ** 
fail me were I to attempt a deſeription bf 
the continual conflict in the breaſt of 73 
Chriſtian, between grace and corruption, "fi 
and ſenſe, his love of God and his propen- 
fey to folly and vanity : were I to repreſeit 
0 you the powerful aids which: the evil paſ- 
ons of the heart receive from 'Satang the 
God of this world, who is ever watehing his 
opportunity to ſeduce us into ſin; and from 
ſenſible objects with which we are ſurroundell 
n every fide, and which have a mighty in- 
Agence to draw us into unwarrantable and 
dangerous compliances. Time would fall 
me were I to remind you of all the ſerret 


Zins and ſnares laid for the ruin of the Chrif- 
Han, which are not to be detected and coun 
teracted without the utmoſt vigilance and 
ſagacity; and of all the open attacks made 
on his integrity, purity and piety, which 
are not to be reſiſted without great reſolu- 
non, firmneſs and obſtinacy: were I to 1& 
{count the many bitter menaces of his deſpe- 
rate adverſaries, the ſudden and violent aſ- 
mults they ſometimes make upon him, the 
deep wounds he receives bee: and 
poiſonous arrows, and the nt | 


ragements, fears and ſotrous he endures,” 
* 5 _ 
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Such: them is the sght in whichithe C 
tian is'engiged;('a ſharp and bleody, a torts 
2nd tedious fight - fight that! is no d 
be diſpenſed: withyjbbt at the ĩ perit of the 
life, the liberty and the happineſs of the m 
mortal foul —nzy, «fight: that will not ad 
mit of a parly, but ſhould be maintained 


inceſſantly, from the very moment a ina 


commences! a. Chriſtian, to the very inſtane 
he paſſes into heaven as 'a'conqueror.® This 
icht chen the-apoſtle fought}/ entered up 
it with great vigor: and eatneſtneſ, man- 
tained it with inoreaſing ardor .and't refoly- - 
tion, and was now juſt! giving the decifive 
blow. 4 07 nomsvndg eid lo cu och mp 

But there were extraordinary difficulties 
he had: to contend with in the character of | 


miniſter aud n 
reaſonably ſuppoſe he had hisdeye in 


expreſſion. Every | Chriſtians indeed re 
quired, not only to look welt to himſelff 0 
his own: 


perſonal intereſts;- but to defend che 
cauſe of truth and religion, aguinſt the un- 
tempt and oppoſfiion it meetswith from 
vain and wicked wort. This he is ton do, 

if not by public inſttuction and reaſoning; | 
yet by his influence and example. But the 
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_ mee, mays he to the 
thin, that' ſbui bejall me at Ferufalem;/ fave 
that the Holy Gb withefſeth in cue di. 

ug. that donde and affliitions ahide me *» 


The wetoridt  Chriftian f 
85 vir 


8 
the front of tha battle, to miecti the enam 


cipal hock, The moſt public and dan- 


" gerons. poſt; is nſſigned to- them. 80 that 


they, of all others, Are to n dat nghy for 
the faith ance detevered to the ſaints ;, and, un- 


__ Ifflllenced+ by the frowns dr ffatteries of the 


6ghr;, amid; peculiar cireumſtancas of felf« 
denial; temptation and perſecution, I nc 
not tell you. It was indeed, uu t him, a 
bloody fight. : Almoſt: every kind of oppaki« 
tion be met with that can be- imagined) 
From the time of his converſion to his mar- 
tdom he was: im one continual conflict. I 
Epheſians, rh 


And this fight ho maintained tu the laſts 
with vawcaried labor and invineible reſolu- 
tion, ſorrounded on every: fide; with the 
moſt. powerful. enemies, Jewe, Greeks: and 
Romans; men ef evety chatacten, run and 


cineunmſtance of liſe, ſupported by the evit 


Prong” prejudices | mem ages Ara 
717 bright 01 as * 10 


dil! wor, 


in the gate, anti ite receive the Grit-and-prin» 
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doing the Crown: 1 0 


winds © by: the civil magiſtrate in man 
places, and by the powers of darkneſs. Ne- 
vortheleſs he was not intimidated. . He did 
not yield for a moment. He. prevailed. 5 
But, before I diſmiſs this head, a little no- 
tice muſt be taken of the epithet he gives to 
| this fight or contention," in which he and 
his Chriſtian: brethren/were. engaged. He 
calls it a ** enten aha; it is fo on an 
accounts, > 17H © 27 3h 
It is 4 good 6 . as abe dk 
cights! of Chriſt, we are engaged: The 
cauſe of i God and truth, of virtue and ho- 
linoſs, of liberty and religion. A cauſe in 
which the honour of Heaven, the welfare of 
mankind, and our oπν]ͥu trueſt intereſt, ate 
immediately concerned. It is not a; cn 
tention fort worldly wealth, Idignity and do- 
minion, for the applauſe of men, or the 
uncertain and unſatisfying emoluments of 
-the preſent life; but a diſpute about at- 
ters of infinite moment matters Which 
have an immediate reference to out well 
being Here ahd hereaftet a difpate whe- 
iber God or Satan ſhall have: the empire. of 
this world, whethet truth or error Mall pre- 
vil amtng mankind, and whether grace or 
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10 Thr vittorious Chriftion 


| half declared war with fin and the powers 


to join iflue with him, in order to their 
total overthrow and diſperſion. He is our 


through unſpeakable- torments, ſufferings 


flabt in which he has bondeſcended to take 


diation he has put beyond: a doubt. For tle 
crof?, deſpiſing the ſhame. He hath ſheun 


val. Loo to him, therefore, Chriſtia 


this therefore miſt be u god gb. Ties 
cauſe truly noble, and, in reſpect both of 
juſtice and importance, challenges all the 
diſputes in which the braveſt Heroes, whoſe 
aQions hiſtory has recorded, ſhave aer en. 
ged. | 

et is a good fight, if we W FRI Y 
Inſtance we reſolve upon it, and under whoſe : 
banner it is we are enliſted. Chriſt! is the Ie 


great and good Prince, who hath on our be- 


of "darkneſs, hath lifted up his ſtandard: 2 
gainſt theſe mighty enemies, and invited us 


General, and having himſelf fought his way 


and death, hath. ſecured the victory to his 
ſollowers. And ſorely that muſt be a good 


the ſucceſs of which by his me- 


'A part, 'and 


foy that wut er before him, br endured the 


us the way, and by being mad? per ſet? through 
fufferings, is become the Captain of our ſu- 


* the Prince and leader 'of your faith ] ſb will 


nn 


* %P ww I * 


e F en 
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6 rx 


of being weary. and faint in your e. al” 
wax bold and refolute *.  ' 

It is @ good fight again, as Chriſt hath 
provided every aid and ſupport needful for 


the maintenance and happy iflue of it. Our 


enemies, it is confeſſed, are numerous and 
powerful; and we are of ourſelves unequal 
to the conflict. But we go not naked, help- 
leſs and unſupported into the field. We are 
not left to our o] prudence and kill, or 
our own natural ſtrength and fortitude, He 
the Lord of hoſts is on our fide, Infinite wiſ- 
dom and experience mark the path in 
which we are to advance, and lead us on to 
the attack; and almighty power and good- 
neſs ſuſtain us in the fight, and command 
victory in our favor. He, the Captain of 
our ſalvation, Zeaches our hands to war, and 
our fingers to fight; provides us with every 
needful weapon, the ſhield of faith, the hel- 
met of ſalvation, the breaſt-plate of righte- 
ouſneſs, the girdle of truth, and the ſword 
of the Spirit; 77 us up when we are rea- 
dy to. fall; pours divine ſtrength, and joy 
into our hearts when we are about to faint; 
and either reſtrains the fury of the enemy, 
or. makes us braycly ſuperior to it. It is a 
* Heb. ii. 10. Chap. xii. 2, 3. — 
c 2 5 con- 


Mi | The vitforious Chriftion 


55 | confederate War- Heaven deigns to take 
2 part in it: and the alliance on the fide 
of the ſincere Chriſtian is (6 ſtrong, that it 


is impoſſible the n bus Fu de, thould 


prevail. 
The company alſo ith which! we a5. 


eiate makes the fight good. All the men of 
God of every nation, kindred and tongue 


under heaven, are engaged in this war. It 
is an army compoſed of tbe excellent of the 
earth, Some indeed young and unexperi- 
enced, yet bold and reſolute; and others 
veterans, of long ſtanding, and who are ca- 
pable of animating us by their example and 
facceſs. Thouſands have fought this fight; and 
tho' in themſelves helpleſs and many times 
diſpirited to a great degree, yet have come off 
more than conquerors. An innumerable com- 
pany of confeſſors and "martyrs are already 
got to heaven; and many, very many, have 
taken up the weapons they have done with, 
and are nobly ſtruggling in the ſame cauſe 
_ wherein they have prevailed. We are en- 
compaſſed about with a ns cloud of” wi 
aſs Once more, 
It is a good fight, in regard of thi honors 
and rewards appointed the conqueror. ' Of 
theſe 11 ſhall have occaſion to ſpeak more 


b Heb. bans 1. 


peri- 


| receiving the Crown.” L 13 
particularly hereafter, and therefore forbear - 
here. Well might the apoſtle 
then call it a'good-fight. Such he judged it 


to enlarge 


when he firſt engag'din ĩt. Sueh he acknow- 
ledged it to be even when in the heat of 
battle. And it is with peculiar pleaſure he 
pronounces it ſuch, juſt as he is ſtretching 
out his hand to receive the crown.—1 au 
fought a good fight." To proceed, . 

| SECONDLY); the ſame matter he FRY 
clares in other words, or in a figure of ſome- 
what different was. —T n en ad 


. 


to this the apoſtle alludes in ſeveral of his 
epiſtles, as particularly where he ſays, Know 
ye not that they, which run in a race, run all. 
but one recerveth the prize? So run that ye 


conducted, we have not time to conſider : 


all we can do is to attend to the general idea 


deſigned to be conveyed by the phraſe. 
Without regarding therefore the reference 
it has to a contention or diſpute with others, 


' 1 Cor ix, 24. © 


Running was another kind of Arif or 
contention uſed in the Græcian games; and 


nay obtain. The rules obſerved in this 
exerciſe, and the manner in which it was 


er ſhould reach the goal firſt; z we ert 


only | 


„ | The victorious Chriflan. 
only view it as expreſſive of his having juſt 


irkſome and painful to them. But how 
7 different 


finiſned his courſe of life, as a man; and 
his courſe of duty and 0 as L 


Chriſtian and an apoſtle. | 
1. He had finifhed bis cue, was now * 


to the period of his life. My race is run, 


| 4 and I am going off the courle. I have 


« ſtaycd the time appointed me here, and 
* muſt now enter into another ſtate. My 
«« part I have ated, and I muſt now quit 


the ſtage, and make way for thoſe that 


« are to ſucceed me.” But What was there, 
you will ſay, extraordinary in all this? The 


term of eyery man's continuance here on 


earth is fixed, and beyond it no one can paſs, 


Such an acknowledgment has therefore no- 


thing peculiar in it. True, Yet the com- 
poſure, chearfulneſs and joy with which it 
is pronounced, adds a kind of dignity and 
glory to the expreſſion, which renders it 


juſtly deſerving of admiration. With the 
vrtmoſt reluctance, if not anguiſh of mind, 

many are obliged to ſay they have finiſhed 
Fbeir courſe. They would be glad if there 


were no end to it, or, however, if the end 
were a great way off. The thought of 
paſſing out of this life into another is molt 


ES Zr 8 8 


— 


= wo 


__ATT 
different was the temper of the apoſtle! He 
confi liſe as (a journey, and was glad 
he was got to the end of it. Death had doſt 
its terrors, and he was not afraid to ſubmit 
to it. © A future world was become familiar 
to him, and he felt no ſurprize” at the near 
approach of it. Nor was his willingneſs to 
dye owing merely to the extraordinary trou- 
bles he met with, which might be ſuppoſell 
to put him out of humour with the preſent 
life, and ſo reconcile him to part witk it. 
But it was the effect of lively ſehſe im- 
preſſed upon his heart, of the ſuperlor joys 
and pleaſures of a future ſtate. This made 
bim nobly- indifferent to all the agteeable 
connections and enjoyments of this life, and 
to life itfelf, So, with a ſmile: on his coun> 
tenance, he ſays, J bade faite 'my cum. 
— But _—_— IT * ſeems —_— 
w intend, PENS rt 10 bits 
2. His having 1 his Gu of 
duty and ſuffering, as a Chriſtian and a mi- 
niſter. This is what the apoſtle means 
when he: ſpeaks in the Hebrews *, of the 
race that is ſer before ur; and, in the paſſage 
Juſt now mentioned, of our vunning jo. that 
e W _—_ life of a. Chriſtian" is 
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16 
ani active life.” [ke is a 3 to our chr 
racer; and an, affront to the ſolemn pro- 
ſeſlion we have made, to ſit ſtill; and indo- 
lently neglect all further improvements in 
the divine life. On the contrary, we are to 
giue diligence to male our calling and : eleftion 
fare; we are to examine ourſelves whether qe 


are in the faith; to feur ig, a promiſe being 


Ig us of entering into reſt, ive ſhould fen ſo 
cume ſhort: of it; to awork out aur ohn ſaluatim 


with fear” and trembling; and not luving get 
attained, nor being already perfect, tu pra. 


toward the marks for i the priae f the bigh 
calling f God in Chrift eus. Wo are to 


give the concerns of: our ſouls, the ꝓreſerener 
above any other concern, and to purſue their 


intereſts with greater attention add vigor than 
thoſe of time and ſenſe. And if his be our 
object, we ſhall! pay a ſerious. regard to the 
duties of meditation, prayer, hearing the 


word. of God, and attending upon the poli- 


tive inſtitutions of Chriſt. There is alſo/a 
Ne of duty to be run, which Hath reſpect 


fellow - creatures, as well as quripwn mo 
advantage. We are nat fe lune unto | 
lues, but unto bim tho; died Jar us, and 1 ; 
again; and to ſeek not our own things, but 
3% Þ» Philip, iii. 12, 14. 12 Cor. v. 15. 


thoſe 


to the glory of God, and the good of our 
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thoſe. wberety basis edi baus note 
Nor bath any Chriſtian reaſon i ti cpi 
that he ſhath not here with tot ſerve God, ot 
promote the welfare of ſociety: -iForhows 
ever ſlender our abilities may be, greater” 
good- may accrue: from a faithſul application 
of them tlian we, - corhmobly, imagine; | By 
our pfayers, example and influence, hows 
erer obntracted our ſphete of action may be. 
wel have: it in our power doubtleſs to ſervo 
our generation. Happy man who hath zeal 
and reſolution enough to contend; with the 
many difficulties and diſcouragements, Which 
ever lie in the way of doing good — Now, 
to finiſh our counſe, whether in the character 
of private Chriſtians or miniſters, is to do 
the work our Maſter hath appointed us, 
humbly, chearfully and reſolutely; and to 
perſevere therein to the ene. R. 
In ſuch mannet the apoſtle could; fay at 
the cloſe of life, he had acquitted himſelf ; 
lenſible at the fame time of the ĩmpeifectioum 
that had attended his beſt ſervices ſor the / 
intereſts of truth and- religion; and of the 
kind. and ſeaſonable aſſiſtance ha had re! 
ceived from the almighty arm o divine 
grace. With what meeküeſe, humility, pa+ 
tence, chearfulneſs and conſtancy, he ran 
21 " D - 
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rs The. vitorious Chriflion 
his race d duty, and finiſhed Naar left, Pn 
hiſtory ſuffitiently detiates . To that d muſt 
refer you, and ſorbear veoiting the particu- 
lars of his almoſt incomparable example. 
Nor can I here enumerate the many grie- 
vous afflitions, vetpentiodsand Segen 
whichcke pleaſingly reſlects, hilſt in the near 
view of their happy iſſue, with an ecſtaſy oi 
Joy be thus triumphs: I bave fingbed my 
| r coutſe — my courſe of ſuffering: as well at 
4 duty. The pain, fatigue and labor I have 
felt vyhilſt running my race, and the:ſhame, 

abuſe and perſecution I have endured, is 
no juſt at an end. & few ſteps more, 
« and I ſhall reach the goal, trans 

| ne Wen ri ton 
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faith, Faith is ſometimes: to be undetſtool 
of the grace, and ſometimes of the doerine 
of faith. If we take! it here in the former 
ſenſe, hig 4reping . the: faith, is expreſſive of 
his having maintained the lively and vigorous 
' exerciſe of this divine temper all _— 
his proſeſſion. He had ‘iN, by faith, and 
not Y Abe f, And the life be bu lived in 
the Mee s, as he tells the Galatians, 6 
Ih Das 2 Cn. Gal. in 99094 If" 
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a 
root from whengs every: virtue; and; grace 
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and rzbülnüin devGted hib other 


Dr 


eee ng 

the faith of ibe Son f God?) Nor wii it 
indeed pofible for hin to have-fought. this 
good fight, and to have finiſhed, this-courſe 
of daty and ſuffeting in the tz | 
had he been'deftitute- of faith; ar chad chin 
exerciſes of ir been wes and i faint, and fre- 
fucpendec over - ruled by ſenfible 
ns Sen Bach the main influence. 
al life of s Chriſfian;: and is the 


ſprings; ſo that [amazing degree of it to 
2 — accounts, and 
peers —— ani? conduct. By | 
his keeping the faith ſome'alfo':ubderſtand 
his faust; bat, havidg at his conver\ 
ion ahd hier baptifta foleminly entered: into 
covenant with God, and withygreat ſincerity 


vice of Chriſt and his 8 


bis etgugemente, and Neadily- vaintained! 
profeſſion 'nrito/ the end. And- furl enen 


character. Ne had vowedz and be bad not 


gone back. He had taken! ah bath of alle- 
giauce to Chyiſk his Prince and Leader, and 
no confideration could prevail with bim to 
viclate that ct 49942 lis: T in 
Inf E och 027 010 G4 il. dan: 2 1: 101 455 
euch 1 . But 


'ri-the gaßpel e the grace gi Gude tat 


5 reſtoring [ſome of the, anful.race of 


tion of, Jeſus Chriſt; this doctrine, Mhi 
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But it is the do#rine of, faith ich 
* think. che apodlls chiefly; if: net wholly,2ing | 


tends — the Yaith ance, delibemd to 


os it it in Feſg's, that daring; which bringt 
us the glad tidinga of God's.mgreiful deſiga 


his Favour and: likeneſt, through the obedl⸗ 
ence and ſacrifice of his Son and the ãnſlu: 
ence. and operation of his Spirit and wherein 
are given us ſuch amazing diſplays of wi 
dom, juſtice, power: and good 
doctrine, Which he had not received of man, 
nor · been taught by mana but by the reve 


hadi been committed to bits, as the ſervant 
the miniſtes, and the ambaſſador. of, Chaiſh 


1 be faithfully diſpenſed, unto others 5 % d 
kept, not ſuffrred it to; be wreſted from him 
by the art or malice of falſe teachers, vr 


bimſelf mutilated, cortupted or-peryerted it 
nor on any account withheld it from othet . 


So that his keeping it may intend, 14180 


His having faithfully pteached: it. This 
he did wherever he came, and according 3 
fn providence. of God gave him oppertur 

To all the churcheg,the,could-appesl 
foe the truth of it, as 11 did to the Ephe - 


$1363 / | ſians, 


neſs, This 
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_ undermined and perverted it. He \reaſoned 


#? 
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receiving: —— 21 
ſanbg that be had bps: back nurlung that )waas 
profitable. to them, but bad ſhewed them a 
taugt them publicly, and from houſe to Bog, 
teſtifymg both to the Jews, and aii to te 


Greeks, repentance foward. God, and faith to- 


His having >266lvally defended it. Thü 


he did both againſt the public and ayowed 


oppoſers of it, and againſt thoſe who ſecretly 


both with Jews and Greeks, at Antioch and 
Athens,” by. word and"epiſtle, at the hazard 
of all that was dear to him, and even ef 


life felelf. Nayz he was Jealous of the leaſt -. 


roschment on- the goſpel; und on that 
liberty” with which Ohriſt had made bis 
pebple free; © withſtinding® even Peter him 
ſelf te be Jace when ze war ro be hum, 
and not 'yivmg Place iy Jubjection to file" bes- 
thren, no not for "an bir, that tht": truth 2 
the goſpel might continue with the church *, 
And it may intend,” once more 

His ſealing tlie goſpel witli his bleed, 


which he had in effect ready done, no c 


fideratioh whatever Raving been effecgual to 
prevail” on him to. renounce bis attachment 


Ads kr. 26; 21 Gal n. it. 
p . to 


pen wWirote them} Now will, allow; mg, for 


22 — 
to Cheiſt and the truth. — Thus hack he 
Jangbe e good fight, finiſb d his: c and 
Ser che fu. And no we. N 
ere Dun N 0/6108 aſt 
nn e eee ee eee een 
An The full aſſuranee he expreſſes of the 
rewards of heaven. Hencgfortßh ners 1 
h up r me ©. prawn, f. nigbteniſteſt, 
nabjch the Lond. the ; righteous, Judge, i ſhall 
on me at that doit. and not te me only, but | 
unto allitbem that leue lus appearing . How 
animating theſe words and. what:,divine 
xcaoſports,mauſt. his- ſoul; hene delt while: his 


eu moments. to deſeant on the doſcrip- 
tion here given us of the +heavenly- hleſſed- 


gas, in which the. apoſtls,; together, with thr 


reſt;; of the faithful diſciples. of Chriſt, was | 
intereſted and then to touch. uponthe 


grounds; of, his aſſurance. chat he and they 


chould moſt certainly poſſeſi it... N 


did 503 Eng arte ot Oe EW 6 

FigrsT, As to the, geward he had ih pro- 
pet f it Was a crowne—A! crown. af righte- 
aue. -A crown of xighteouſneſs, that; was 
dai. a for bim — a cron that, ſhould,; bc 


iuen bin — given him n C briſ the right 


our eee that as: immediately 8 


; — 99d more publicly, at the 
— joy. be ſhould ſlizre with the 


' happideſs and glory of the heavenly: world, 
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rade wherein there are trees / bearing all 


whether at fingle 
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great day of aceoumt and. a reward which 


reſt of his fellow ſoldiers, even ali who love 


the appearing of *Chriff. © If it be inguſred, 
1. What was the reward he 


erpectid ? 
It tas a crown, a figure by: which he de. 


ſigned to convey an idea of the perſectiomm 


Various 1 ars uſed in Scripture +6 
this purpoſe. We read of Zingdome, throne 
and : ſceptres 3 of an inberitance Incorruptible; 

utidefiled,' and that fudeth not away 3 of « 
far more exceeding” and ' eternal welgbrt of 
glory ; of @ city which bath foundations,” whyſe 
builder and © maker "is Gd; of 4 bouſe' "ih 
which there e many mag, and a pus 


manner of precious fruits, ' and à u of 
* proceeding from te throne g G 
the: Lamb. But here the apoſtle de- 

— the frwards of heaven! by a crown 
agreeably to the Practice of the Greeks: and 
Romans in their games, to which he :evis 
dently alludeg. To the man who prevailad, 
combat, running, wreſt- 
ling, or in any other of the e a 


ta: wits : SLE; 


i 


dom and uncontrouled ſovtreignty to which 


wi «<judged, 4 r „ „ besdisuas 
ny other honors. Sof fays he, having fought 


2 my fight; finiſhed my courſe,” and kept the 
me. P fat 


faith, a crown ſhall bel given 
| be declared conqueror . im pteſenee of angels 
and men, and be diſtinguiſhed with all the 
honors arid triumphs of victory. And 4 
glorious crown that will be indeed whigh 
ſhall grace the brow of the vidorious Chaiſe 
tian; not à leafy, not à gol oro 
a crown compoſed of e moſt coltly;je els 


that the;cabinets. of princes can furniſh; but F 
a diadem of celeſtial brightneſs. and glory, | 


and which fadeth not aways. vom 
Here I might attempt ſome feint deſerips 
mon of thedignity, power, wealth and happis 
neſs to Which the Chriſtian ſhall be exalted 
in the heavenly world, all which-as« ſignified 
by this. crown that ſnhall be given him. 1 

might tell you of that ſtate af perfect ſret 


the im mortal mind ſhalt be teftored, in op 
poſition tõ that ignominious and etched 
tate of bondage to which; thro the apoaſtacf 
e The etown in the Ohympit games; which wete fi- 
cred to; Jupiter, was compoſed of wild+alive.; in the Pyy 


tian, facred dn Apollo, of laurel zig the Idi, in; 
ſtituted in honor of Palæmon, 1 and in the 


Ncmaan, of parſley, _ | of 


end oth Gromdis - "=" 


[7 3 przſent reduce 
tel;yau of iche change l hat ſhall 


I. might; 
paſs, qu all the powers of tho ſouls by which 


it ſnall: be reſiped, endoblad land enlarged. 


nd ſp, become.,capghle. of the moſtie malta 
exereiſes and the puxeſt; and moſt ſatiaſy ing 


pleaſure: L might ;te you of chr ſubſfan 
tial aud an creaſing joy. it ſhall feel, arifing from, 
the immediate viſign, and contemplation o 


God, 1an;uninterrapted ſenſr of his fa-i 


bleſſed, Jeſus in all his- glory: 2nd, f 
friendſhip and. fociety. of. angels, = 1 


pirits aß juſt, wen made\ perfet..., But,after, 
al, it muſt, it wil be acknowledged, il the 


deriptures are to be;credited,\ that. the.molt 
mimateg. deſcription,of, the Joe of, heaven. 


falls iofinitely; hart, gf. bat thols. joys. an 


| pleafures, neally ar--1 For 
ur. cut beards neither; aue entened ite the 


bearg. of. man, tbe "things which. n 


pated far, them bur Ne MM , bag OD 
2. The crown the bad ahve 10 een 


was 2:Crown of righteauſueſs.  'By the / moſt 
violett ind iniquitous meaſures ther princes 


of. third, many of them, acquire the 


crowns they wear. And the authority which 
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their 
to the "lets and moſt tyrunnidel pulpoſes| 
80 that the teſpect to which the regal dig 
nity: inititles them, it thb fruit — 
flaviſhs dfrad, than of uffectionate revcteneꝶ 
and eſtecm. But it ig not Touch erg. e 
theſe the ſumnts poſfeſt in heren! They ute 
crowng' of rightcouſiicfe,'" Crowns te hien 
they: deevitie” intitled, not Sp : the 
infinite benignity and go 1 
hath & The to SUR, 1 1 
perfectly confiſtent willi truth, juſtice and 
holineſs.” Grat rignib through red 
fiefs unte eternal life,” Oy, cr C ur 
1 2 — be declibed bs 
I that” be might be ji Juſt; andthe 
HOP be Schiebers "in Je Je 
ke menneri i perfection of purity andtighte- 
auſneſdeis on main" ingredient of the Felicity 
| and glory of the wavenly world:* 2+ be 
wnrighteous - ſball noc unberirt "the kingdoms of 
Sad“, and not bing rat uhu all mber in- 
tu it ; ſo all that peace, harmony und love, 
Which are the inſepatable e concomitanits of 
truth and juſtice, ſhall ever 
In that bliſsful world there'is do fraud, 'diſ- 
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or malevolence; no contention” for 1 
wealth or :dominied :[ but, on the epntrary, 
righteouſneſs, ptacm und frientifivip! mains 
tuin an veidiſturbed; and perpatual Gverdighty 
rang all thoſe: happy Hemi = Hgain, 
83. Thie oravin of i gEõðUfn isi lꝗ,ỹ u 
for: thendaints iMhich / intimates bath tlie 
greataeſs:of the heavehly glory, and the cer · 
tainty of their ſecure nnd peaceabile enjoy. 
ment af ad. His aur moſt valnable treaſure 
that en ſuelhy Joy p with care, and in & 
place ofthe greateſt ſaſety. Andi who ſhall 
fy what is the value: of that treaſute which 
is laid up for the 'ſaints in heaven! Tw]ů§ 
obtained ſor them at the expence e th pre- 
cious: blood of Chriſt ñ a:confideration ich 
| —_—— it to denen beyond 
dr this en of it, fince the ſame Jews 
tath aRually talcen poſſeſſion af it, en be- 
half of all his- faithful ſollovera q Sa that. or 

| If is valoe, it infinitely/excedds hat the line 
ba imagination enn. frams abveſtimete of: 
aua, Sor its fecurity, is beyond al poſfibilixy 
9 


of being alienated or : deſttoyet, At is laid 
D „ ee 
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23 The wiftorious: Chriftinn 
envy, malice and power aft lull. oily 
| proceed, 292 n0;31222109 on : Hd 20 
A This crown ſhall: bei Nc Ckrif- 
tian. It Will de ther fruoſqthe fret 
and the unmeaſurubl bounty of the bleſſed 
God. No ene will dare claim it upoiy con- 
ſiderations of merit; that idea will :Kive;no 
plhce i heaven. Nayi i it / is a circumſtance 
that will add brightneſs to the crow itſelf; 
and greatly moreaſe the joy-of him wh. wears 
it, that God of his fret metro thus beſtom 
it upon him. Ol with what gratitude will 
the Chriſtiùn feceive it, acknowledging him< 
ſelf moſt unworthy, and God moſt liberal, 
eondeſcending, and good! The giſt ꝙ Gui in 
eternal lie. And à thus the free favor 
o God is the ſource from whence proceeds 
alt the happineſs: of heaven; ſo with pecu- 
lier pleaſure ana DET ee r ef 
given him, ut 0120 v1111459! $33 3d 
5. By the Lord thiinightenir judge, Chriſt 
is the perſon he here ittends:—Jeſus:0Þ Nav. 
zareth who. met him in his way to , DNamals. 


5 cus, converted him to the faith, and come, 


miſũoned him to preach the goſpel to the 
Gentiles — His Maſter, Saviour, and Friend, 


for whom he felt the moſt ardent and uns! 


; Rom. vi. 23. 
con · 


gonguerable :!16ve II had 
'Githfully and affectionately ferved, and in 
-wholſe immediate preſence and ompany a- 
bob he, promiſet himſelf the higheſt ſatis- 
faction and joy. He is tb Lori, the great 
Prince, 1% whom, a Mediator, | all! power is 
given tn heaven and in earth" > who -bath the 
government: on Hir ſhoulder '*, and a nan 
uritren on bit wyſhuee aud on; his: thigh, Nug 
of kings,” and Euru of lords *. And he is'the 
Fudge who preſides on this great occaſion, to 
determine who are conquerors, and to diſ- 
penſe the promiſed reward to them. And 
4 righteous judge he is, incapable of erring 
through ignorance or partiality. So that the 
deeree he paſſes will be agreeable to the 


ner will it fail of roceiving the univerſal ap» 
_— of angels and men 
To the victorious Chriſtian H, then, 
3 adjudge the erown, and Is hand ſhall 
place it on his head. And O! who can de- 
ſcribe the ſweet mixture of majeſty/ and 
grace which will beam from his counte- 
nance, whilſt with ſoft and ſolemn accents 
his lips ſhall pronounce: the joyful ſentence? 
He hath fought a good fight, he hath 
Math. xxyiii. 18, _* Iſa, ix, 6. * Rev. xix. 16. 
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ſtrictect truth, and the moſt perſe&:juitice; 


* — x 
done! good and faithful ſervant. Enter 
| Py thou into tlie 2 Wr 
— — i bir 1d: Gut 

; "6s? — this event ſhould take 

| panturs hence he knew ba:hould:bachappy, 
To which purpoſe he elſewhere ſignsfres his 
ry perſuaſion,” that having) given vp the 
Fhoſt hes ſhould! inſtantiy by; roith Ghrip, 
aobich ir far better than to continut here. 
Aud, conſidering the ſolemnity of death, and 
the prodigibus. conſequepces that follow up- 
on it, the time when it happens well de- 
Ares the emphatical deſcription of that day. 
ut it is'the-day of judgment, I apprehend, 
the apoſiie hath here chieſſy in view): for 
this phraſe he moſt commonly uſes, w 
fpeakiag in bis epiſtles of that Jaſt- great 
tranſaction. And O! how will the ſtrauge- 
neſs, variety, and importance of the events 
of that day; diſtinguiſh it from every other 
day whatever? On a ſudden the great arch- 
angel ſhalt found: his trumpet. The dead, 
rouſed by chat tremendous voice, ſhall in- 
5 The Pe: even he | 
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dual of the human ruoe Mall be \ſumnotied; 


who the other :day crpired on mt Oala 
yary; {hill appear in the clouds of heaven 
with a- countenince/more radlant than tu 


fun, and attended by: c myriads of flaming 
ſpirits. | Before his tribunul· very indie 


Their characters ſhall»be'mripartiallyitried; 
and their ftate (irrevocably: fixed. The ſeks 
tence ſhall immediately be: executed. Hens 
ven and earth ſhall-paſs away; And ſo ſhat 
we ſcene, be finally cloſd, Now on che 
day, and in the preſence of this;vaſt:allems 
bly. the podle :aflurs himſelf be eat 
receive the oro. To alb which" he adde 


the pleafiggiboubiteytion). ni 001155703 king 


7. Andilaftly; That ethers ſhould be pits 
tikers: with bim of: this glory. Th 
cron he will give 4 I u oily; but tte 
V them| agli thut love Bis appearing.” 7 
time will not allow me to efitet- | 
into the ſpirit of chi exproſſi 


2 
| might telt ydu of the Chin: 's firm bel 

of the ſecond. a e of *Chtift; of his | 
thoughtfuliefs bout ir; of his anxious con 
cem to be in lendineſb for it add of the 
joyful hepe, with which he ſometirmes en- 
tertains Himſelfi of his owif intertſt in the 

favor and friendſhip: of that great and glo- 


en 6 tious 


\ 


12 The ede gest 
rious perſon... He. hath not indeed a8 yer 


ſeen him with tlie natural eye but, believing 
in him, hia breaſt hath often: glowed with 


a am and affectionata love tu him And 
while: faith bath: ſometimes preſentedothi 
moſt omiahle of all: objects ta! tha view-ob 
his mind; ihechath tcjoided: more than they 


And in this-boppy frame, hearing the bleſs 


{d:{;Jeſus:: ſay in his word, Behold ' Facomy 


quickly. with what ardent deſire, withitwhat 
longing expectation does he reply, Even 


cane Lord pl? * To perſuus of this chid 


 xaRer;, whatever may have been their rank 
and condition in the preſent diſe, and ii 
whatever age or country thy: may have 
lived, the Lord the: righteous Jjudge::wilt 
give a,crown of glory. Thrir/ crowns may 
not indeed, all of them, be equally reſplen· 
dent: a prophet s and an, apoſtle's/ reward 
Will probabiy exsed that of an ordinay 
Chriſtian. Vet they ſhallo all he perſpcti 
bappy. all poſſeſt a fulneſa of. j 
cixcumſtance, I mean the, felicity of other 
Chriftians,. added not a little, ſueh was the 
denevolence of his heart I t. the ſatit faction 
Ir n the apoſtle ane 


8 3 * Rev. 8 2 N bn * 
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whoſe.corn und wine and oikare increaſed; 


joy. And tlie 


. 8 


i , feces Met. c Sin. , aE. ee. IS 


700. 4 4 Not, 1conby but rats; many, 
6 „e, thouſands, af thouſands: whom. no. 

man can number, ſhall ſhare with me in | 
60 « all the rich fruits of divine benignity and 
« Yin, ang. in all — incitimable 8 
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oh 1 we ach hich 9. trans 
porting proſpect the apoſtle had immediately 
before, his eyes, at the eve of life,. and when 
he was Juſt finiſhing his warfate. . Which 
leads 1 me to confider, core ae 


x ; 
18736 ; 1 


Scr. The grounds of his” hope. 


He expteſſes himſelf, you ſee, with the firmeſt 


aſſurance of a future ſtate; and ôf his b.ͥn 
title to the happineſs of it. He does not 
fay, There may probably, but thete moſt 
* certainly is a crown of glory laid up for 
© me in heaven.“ With the like confidence 


he had before aſſured Timothy“, that he 


knew whom be bat Brlieved, and was per- 
fuaded that he wal abl' to keep that which 25 
bad committed unto him againſt that day — 
Words evidently Tphken with great coolneſs 


_ and deliberition-' And however the text is 


the language r extaſy and triumph, it is 
2 W from that of enthü- 


Chap. i. =. 
| F ſiaſm 
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ſptendor of thoſe great objects, which preſ- 
fed fo clofe on the eye of faith, might "ef 
diffuſe a rapturous joy through his ſoul; 
yet that joy did not deprive him of ſelf. 
poſſeſſion, nor render him incapable of re- 


flecting on the ſure and rational evidence 
upon which his hope was built. He had 


been a reſolute oppoſer of the goſpel, and a 
bitter perſecutor of thoſe who profeſſed, it, 


At the inſtant he was carrying one of his 


moſt bloody ſchemes into execution, that 
Jeſus whom he perſecuted had appeared to 
him, expoſtulated with him upon his im- 
potent rage, and by a divine energy renewed 
and changed his heart. Theſe facts he had 
invariably and conſtantly affirmed, giving the 


fulleſt proof by his clear and nervous rea- 


ſonings, that he was not himſelf i i 
upon; and, by his holy and ſelf-denying 
manner of life, that he had no defign to im- 


poſe on others. And, more than this, in 


the immediate view of death, we ſoe him 
triumphantly realizing the joys of heaven, 
as inſured to him by the mediation: of that 
| Jeſus whom he had once thus\ cruelly perſe- 
cuted, but afterwards fo affeionately loved 
and faithfully ſerved. | 


And 


fiaſm and madnefzs. For though the infaiite 


at. S.Ct -- 
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receiving the 13 Lo 
And now what ſober man, who reflects a 
moment on theſe; things, on the character 
and life of the apoſtle, and his heroic be- 
viour in the proſpect of death, can wiſh, 
for more ſatisfactary proof than what reſults 
from hence in favor of Chriſtianity ? Nay, 
I will add, that man muſt not only be 
ſtupidly incredulqus, but criminally averſe 
to the pure and/benevolent ſpirit. of the go- 
ſpel, who does not feel the force of ſuch 
evidence, It is true then, that Jeſus roſe 
from the dead, that He aſcended up into 
heaven, that He will quickly come again to 
judge the world, and that He will then 
publicly diſpenſe crowns of glory to all thoſe 
who obey his goſpel. ' To the he 
of the Old Teſtament, to the miracles of 
our Saviour and his apoſtles, to the nature. 
and tendency of the Chriſtian dodrine, to 
the hiſtory of its riſe and progreſs in the 
world, nay, to the conſciences and feelings, 
both of good and bad men, who, having read 
the Bible, muſt: hays beheld their own cha- 
rafters clearly delineated there; to theſe au- 
thorities, to each of them, to all of them, 
I may appeal far: the truth of theſe things. 
Thus have we conſidered, as was pro- 


poſed, the pleaſing reflection which the apo- 
1 ſtle 


- T! he viftorious 'Chriftian 
ſtle makes, at the cloſe of life, on his paſt 
temper and conduct; and the tranſporting 
view he takes of the reward he was about 
to receive at the hands of Jeſus Chriſt. It 
remains that we make fone! en- 
of what hath been ſaĩ e. 
1. From the account fic apoſtle here gives 
of himſelf we may naturally infer, that it ii 
no eafy matter to be a Chriſtian, | Very 
flight notions, I fear, too many entertain of | 
this ſacred character. But, if the Scrip- 
tures are true, whatever encouragements the 
goſpel affords us under a ſenſe of ſin, we 
may depend upon · it the" gute is ftrait, x 
the way narrow that 'leadeth unto life, and 
few there be bo find it. We muſt: . 
ourſelves from a ſupine and indolent ſtate, 
put on the whole atmour of God, enter the 
liſts with the powers of darkneſs, and be 
content to endure hardneſs as good ſoldiers 
of Chriſt. We muſt lay aſide every weight, 
and the fin that doth eaſily beſet us; and, 
girding up the loins of our mind, run with 
patience the race of duty and ſuffering which 
Providenec hath ſet before us. In fine, hav. 
ing received the goſpel into our hearts by 
faith, we muſt keep the precious trraſure 
inviolate, and reſolve in the ſtrength of God 
Y Matt. Vii. 14. 


not 
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not to ras n, even at the M e 
our nνʒ s. 


2. It is clear den ihe wee nie 
that the Cheri iſtian, as he advances towards 


heaven, may be allowed to look back with 
pleaſure upon his paſt temper and conduct, 


ſo far as they have been upright and com- 
mendable. No man took more pains than 
he to diſcountenance all appearances of ſelf- 
confidence and vain-glory in matters of reli- 
gion. The moſt diſtant idea of our merit- 


ing the favor of God, to which however 


human nature is very prone, he abhorred. 
Vet, ſenſible of the importance of perſonal 
eharacter, and of the utility of ſelf- know - 
ledge, he every where preſſes us with great 
earneſtneſs, fo examine ourſelues avhether iu 
are in the faith; and to prove aur vwn work, 
aſſuring us that /@ ue ſhall. bave rejoicing. in 
ourſelves, and not in another. And however 
we are to direct our eye to Jeſus Chriſt alone 
for our juſtification and acceptance with God, 
and gratefully to remember and acknow- 
ledge, that it is by his grace we are what 
we are; yet a recollection of paſt experiences 
of the love of God, and of our ſteady at- 
tachment to Him amidſt ſurrounding tempta- 


tions, will haye a happy effect, with his bleſſ- 
2 Cor, xiii, E462Vñ Gal. vi. 4. 
ing, 


ing, to FRrd our — breaſts b 
of perplexity and ſorrow. In like manner, 


' 3+ The apoſtle's behaviour on this occa- 


4 teaches us, that it is by no means un- 


worthy of a Chriſtian, or inconſiſtent, with 


ingenuous and evangelical obedience, to de 


influenced by the hope of future rewards. 
A deſire of happineſs is interwoven with our 


conſtitution. And our Saviour is ſo far from 


ſeparating what God hath thus joined toge- 
ther, that He hath in the moſt gracious and 
condeſcendiug manner taught us, that our 
duty is our intercſt, and that what He: re- 
quires of us tends to our preſent comfort 
and our future and everlaſting welfare, La- 
-bour therefore, Chriſlans, to impreſs your 
minds with this unqueſtionable truth, that 


you ſerve not a hard and ſevere, but 4 
mild and gentle Maſter; and that, hat- 


ever difficultics' may attend your profeſſion, 
through the corruption of human nature and 


the unavoidable connections of the preſent. 
life, the ways of wiſdom are nevertheleſs ways 


of pleaſantneſs, and all ber paths' are peace. 
| Set the crown of glory before your eyes 
-which you are ſhortly to wear, and that 
will make you nobly ſuperior to all the re- 
loctance you feel at the idea of bearing the 
Tro. ili. 27. 
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croſs. DER above all, be perſuaded to hook 
unto Tefus, the author and finiſher" of pour 
, who, ee rods 
— the croſt, deſpifing the ſhame, and 

is Jet down at the _ band” Y the rorone 
G Again, 


4. How ſhould a F of the bliſs 
and glory, which our deceaſed Chriſtian - 
friends poſſeſs in the heavenly world, recon- 


eile us to the loſs we ſuſtain by their dĩſſolu- 


tion]! When thoſe whom we have loved, 
and whoſe characters we revere, are removed 


hence by death, we cannot avoid expreſſing 
the conoern and ſorrow we feel. And it is 
fit we ſhould. Chriſt wept at the grave of 
Lazarus. But while faith brings diſtant ob- 
jects neur to the eye, and realizes the exalted 


| honors and raviſhing pleaſures our dear friends — | 


and relatives enjoy in that other ftate, undue 


paſſion will ſubfide and a calm enſue. And 


it is our unſpeakable happineſs, that on this 
oecaſion, mournful as it is, we have every 
donfideration of this ſort to afford pleaſure 
to our minds. The venerable deceaſed, for 
whom, I doubt not, there are many fincere 


mourners in this place, hath fought a good 


fight, hath finiſhed bis courſe, and kept the 


Ne and i is now poſſeſſed of 2 crown n of glory | 


c Heb, xii. 2. 
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which fadeth not away. Great reſpect is ns 


to his memory; and happy ſhall I account 
myſelf, if, while I am attempting to do juſta 


ice to it, the grand end of this diſcourſe 


may be anſwered, I mean, the improvement 


of this ſad providence to the — profit 


of _ whe hear me. EY A & 


Dr. bn Gill had the hoo and n 
neſs to deſcend from pious anceſtors... He 
was born -at Kettering in the county of 
Northampton, November 23, 1697. His thirſt 
for knowledge even in early liſe was ſo great, 

and his improvements ſo conſiderable, that 
at the age of ten years, as I am informed, 
he was able to read his Greek Teſtament. 
A neighbouring gentleman, accidentally com- 
Ing to the knowledge of this, would have 
perſuaded his parents to ſend him, at the 
proper time,, to one. of the Univerſities. 
But, as this propoſal did not fall in with his 
or their religious principles or views, he 
continued with them: and by his own in- 
duſtry, with but little aſũſtance from others, 


he quickly made very conſiderable progreſs 
in his ſtudies. On November 1ſt, 1716, 
he was baptized upon a profeſſion of his faith, 
and admitted a memberaf, the church at Kur- 

5 x ir 6H. tering 
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wing under“ phe paſhorab cure ef the Revs 


tance of which he was deeply: ſenſtble. In 


the year 1719, upon ithe death of the Rev 
Mr. Stinton, he was invited to ꝓteach ta 


this church, and ehrly in the following yeat 
was ordained your paſtor- In which office 
1 you the: remainder o 
his life, that is upwards of ſiſty- one years; 
enjoying the rare felieity of being ſcarte ever 
hs — in his Ns: by a ere 


ſtanding, a ſound judgment, and an un- 


commonly retentive memory In point o⸗ 


application and induſtry he had: ſcarce his 


equal : ſo that he commanded a large com! 


paſs of knowledge, and enjoyed 4 diſtin- 
guiſned reputation for ſubſtantial and uſeful 
learning. With the oriental languages, Jew- 
iſh antiquities, and the writings of the rab- 
bies be was familiarly acquainted, ' And how 


well he was verſed in the knowledge of the 


ſacred ſcriptures) none who are converſant 
with his works:cah be ignorant. His merit 
in theſe reſpecta dre the attention of the 
Mariſchab' culge at Aberdeen, and pro- 
1 11 x '6 TR | cured 


Mr. Wales. He was foon called toi the 
worke of the miniſtry, of the great impor» 


| ly abe He had aa | 
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otherwiſe have attended; yet that deſoſt was 


to endure and forgive it. His warmth might 


indeed on ſdme occaſions exceed, yet he had 
prudence and reſolution to check it; add 


The viftoriour Chriflian ” 
cured for him, in the year 1148, adiploma; 


creating him Doctor in Divinity. But, as he 
deemed it his greateſt honor to be ſerviceable 
to the intereſts of religion, ſo this was the 
grand dbject to which he directed all bis 


literary improvements. And if by tbeſe 


pourſuita he was neceſſarily | precluded; from 


many ſocial offices, to which he might 


more than compenfated by the inceſſant and 
painful labors of the cloſet, to- which for 
the good of others he chearſully devoted 
himſelf. Labots ſo prodigious, that it will, 
perhaps: ſeem incredible to poſterity, that 
one man ſhould have 3 author +. 
D e nhνẽðE vinommio 

That he Was a . 05 ſtrict inge | 


will acknowledge. But though 
his ſteadineſs was ſuch, that, having came 


to a paint with himſelf upon any opinion 
or fact, he was ſcarce ver to be moved 
from it; yet, convinced of his miſtake, he 
was ready to acknowledge it. And though 
he knew how with ſpirit to reſent an injury, 
be knew how alſo with becoming meeknels 


failed 


mg n 148 
failed not aftgrwards,. 8 | 
| was, [to feel great pain on | 
— however his — — 
\manner. of life, and the ſmall ſhare, he bote 
in convetſation, might perhaps exrite in 
ſomes. perſdna an idea unfayorable to his 
character, in point of affability and chearfulr 
neſo s yet he knew howto he obliging in his 
cartiage to itrangters. and could be innocent 
ly pleaſant with his friends: ſo that few left 
his houſe ar his company, without ſome. im- 
_ to his advantage in theſe reſpects. 

His religious principles, which were ſtricty 
15 Calviniſtical, he maintained with great 
warmth»—a wartnth that proceeded, I doubt 


and importance. Vet, amidſt all. his zeal, : 


which was, accompanied, with: ut 
picty as well. as unſhaken integrity, he had 
a Charitable and affectionate regard for thoſe 
who. held the grand. leading .pripciples; of 
Chriſtianity, though they. could, not agree 
with him in his explanation of ſome points. 
To exalt and magnify tha free grace of God 
in the redemptien and ſalvation of: ſinnem 
_ and to (exclude all boaking; on. aur, part. 
were the grand objects of Hig giſcouries and 
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6 the charatter of 'a real Ohriſtian. And, 
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which too many were diſpoſec to Uri v ſtum 
his reaſonings, he conſtantly denied, an 


warmly” oppoſed: maintaining the utility 
and — of good 'works) and-indeed 


theit indi 
er ting influenee of the Holy Spirit, 


as he Was dimſelf moſt exemplary in his 
vonvetſition, ſo he heartily coneurred in 


every mt᷑aſure to diſtouritenance a licentioꝶ 
voncdact, 'efpevially in thoſe who, malle 


profeſſibn of felizion, ' What grief he ſelt 


when at any time Chriſt was wounded in 
the houſt of his pretended friends / as. rel 


as the joy he expreſſed when tidings of 
different keind were brought him, his family 
and thoſe who 'we were intimately an aidted 
with him well remembe wor wih the re- 
membrane kereof be ealily eraſed from wt 
minds. ge Site as 01783354138 
— We — of a | Paſtor be egen 
himſelf with great affeQion, fidelity and con- 
ſtancy. To the truth of this the tribute of 


zeal” and cordial ſortow "which yu, my. 


friends, now offer to bis memory, 0 Fords the 
beſt and moſt natural teſlimony. His clofs 
attention to ſtudy did not indeed allow of bis 


riſiting. _ „ you _— 


87 
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iſhed ⁊ yet his plive in the houſeof God he 
— — as alſo in a weekly Lecture, 
vrhich for near thirty years he preached, with 


On a great variety ofgſubjects, he largely; in- 
fiſted-with the vie vs j before mentioned; and 


which, with the bleſſing of God,: proved:the 


imeinsof:the:converfon of not a feamong 


ales nut as plep/ing men, bur God une treeth 


the Berg, And bing -ffedionatcly dime 
of. jou, he was willing'to bave' imparted unt 
you, nat tbe goſpel d Gad only, but alſo his 
aun fou, becauſe y were dear unto him. 
hi: - ay Rods i ne and God 


be behaved ee irony eien you l 


al, bos he. exborted and comfurted. and 
charged every one ꝙ you; at a father dath 
bis children } that 3e would uuit worthy: of 
Gad, vb bath ' called you unto lis kingdom: and 


glory © Nor ſhould: 1 forget to remind you 
of dtn J underftand; made a very deep 
im 
| — delivered, with more than ordi- 


on ſome of you, I mcan the 


x life and energy; at the dloſe of his 


© ; Theſſ. ii. 4, 8, 10, 11, 12. 
miniſtry 


3 


the interruption, I think, but of three times. 


you, and of the edification and comfort f 
many others. As die was alldwtd: . Gd -to 


be put in truſt with rbe gofpely' cui fo: he 
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ſudje& of-preparation;fordeath, and preface 
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only patient and | reſigned, but ſerene and 


r 
| {2 


-mimſirys;:! and + eſpecially; his affectianate 
addreſs! to yam at the Lord's tuhle, che lat 
time he adminiſtered that ſacred 5 
when, 25 I aum told; he; Was 


und: with the joyſul and unnſporting pio 
ipects of a, better world. Sti HN atv 


From that dime, the: beginning of pri 


laſt, his health was, very uiſihly non. the 
decline, und he was: bimſelf . apprebenfive 
that his diſſoſution was nearly: approach» 


vVere written probably about this tima. For 
though be was incapable through, weakneſs 


of appearing in public, he was employed in 


death!“ During his illneſt, amidſt all che 
pain and weak neſs that attended him, he wat 
never beard to make the leaſt complaint, but 


whom be ever. tenderly loved. Nor was he 


ehkarfal. To a Miniſter who. viſited; him, 
1 11 19 1 r upon 


1 Whiaim 


imprefſed! with the great things oß God, 


bis ſtudy, more or leſs, to the very laſt, or at 
leaſt till within two or three weeks before his 


ſubmittegi with the gteateſt patienee aud 
teſiguation to the will bf God ; ſemiſible alſo 
of dhe fal piety and affection of his : family, 
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in the everlaſting covenant 3 this, added 


P —˙ 'm ͤ ͤͤ—ßã ] ¾UĩjGĩ᷑.T ]Ü¹ .-uu ⁰ ¼Gmig A · MRS. OE. DS. can 


* gradual decays of ngture, be gently 


— 1 


upon being aſked; how it Was with him. 


he readily declared, My NOI 

on, the, blood and ri of Jeſus | 
«Chriſt alone. not on any.labors f mine, 
«, Lcanfider the, Father, Son, and | Holy 
eine. as æqually concerned in my; ſulva- 
tion, Nor have. any doubt af may intereſt. 


«,hez-is the foundation of my hape. In 
nuch the ſame terms he expreſſed himſelf to 
another dent and. intimate friend, mingling 
many tears with his tender and, affeRiougte 
diſoour e. I have nothing to make mo 
uncaſy, ſaid he to another. And, more 
chan once, I think); repeatad the following 
ſtanza out of Dr. air ae enggq- q 
| He rand we from the deep of iy 4 
. gates of gaping hell , „ 
And fix'd my ſtanding moreſecurs....,......; 
Than 'twas W „nh bas inen 


Por does it bg A0 r. that is, opts and 


comforts were at all ſuſpended o or interrupted. 


Some of the laſt, wards, I am told, he pale, 
were, putting his hands together, «Oz 
« Father, my Fathet !” Thus fqking x 1 5 f 


aſleep 


7 nen d. 20 book. 
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aſleep in Jeſas/the r4th/inſtanit, in the 7th 


family of the deceaſed in pi 
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year of his age. * elbe 1815 2 lis | 
Such was the beppyband joffut: ef 
this great and good man, WhO Having ff 
4 good fight, "finiſhed - his courſe, und kept 


the- faith; is no-]? poſſeſſed: of a crown of 


righteouſneſs” that fadeth not away. It 
remains that F addreſs myſelf in a few words 
to this audience in general, and to you" my 
friends of this church, and che ſorrow ful 


Death is the common lot of all ma; 


and is to every individual the gate either to 
chdlefs happineſs or miſery. Wherever it 
happens therefore, there is à loud call to al 
concerned to conſider their ways, to examine 


their Hearts, and to efquire what ground 
they have to Hope they hall eſcape the 
tremendous conſequences of it to the im- 


penitent and unbelieving. But there is ſome- 
thing peculiarly awakening in ſuch pro- 
vidences as . I mean the deceaſe of ſo 
excellent and venerable a perſon as him; upon 


whoſe character and death I have been "now 


addrefling you. Surely, Sirs, there is 1 


Fly, in oo pet and thoſe 22 truths, 
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IR is the awful and juſt conſequen ience of ſin: 


#hictr the Scriptares reveal; which are the: 


our guilt; impotence; and miſery? Do we 
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ſoarees of comfort and holineſs to Chriſtians 
in their way through life, and afford tlie: 
only effectuab ſupport to their hearts in the 
hour of death; theſe grand truth) I fay;\ do 
ſtands it then with us? Are we ſenſible of 


cordially believe in th Lord Jeſus Chriſt; 
death ?. And: ace our | hearts by 'a divine 


influence formed into the love of God and 


true holineſs? Theſe are queſtions of the 
moſt intereſting nature. Let me beſeech 
you not to trifle with them. And O] may 
God, of his infinite mercy, by this event {6 
fix your attention to them, as that you alſo 
nen the ſurmons ary 
it ſhall come i ' 

As to you my friends of this A 1 am 


ſenſible your Joſs is very great, you feel it; 


you are deeply affected with it. But remem· 


ber, though your friend, your miniſter, your 
father is taken from you, Jeſus Cbriſt, tbr 
great Shepherd: and Biſhop of fouls, it the ſame 
yeſterday, - to-day and for euer. Put your 
truſt in him. Offer your fervent. and united 
prayers to him to repair this breach, by 
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example and Prayers. Be | united among. 


50 4 The vicrorious Cbriſtian 

ſending you a Paſtor after his own heart, who 
ſhall feed you with knowledge and under», 
ſtanding. Remember him who bad the rule 
over you, his inſtructions and counſels, his 


yourſelves. Let fervent charity prevail in your 
breaſts towards each other. And, while you 
ſteadily adhere to Chriſt and his goſpel, let 
there be a noble emulation among you, which 
ſhall outvie the other in love and good works. 


And ſo may the peace of God dwell in your 


hearts by faith, and the comforts of 85 


Holy Spirit abound there. — 


And now, to the ſorrowful and affectionste 
relatives of the venerable deceaſed what ſhall 
I fay. ?-I ſympathize with you my friends in 


all the grief you feel on this ſad and tender 


occaſion.” Vou have loſt an affectionate and 
indulgent parent. And your loſs is the 


greater, as it hath been your diſtinguiſhed 


felicity, in the oourſe of providence, to ſpend 
your lives in ſo intimate a connection with 
him under the ſame roof. But let not your 
ſorrow exceed. Be thankful to God that 
his life was ſo long ſpared to you. Think 
of the bliſs. and glory he now poſſeſſes in 
* . ane * while you often 
rd d e 1 123 7750008 
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call to mind the excellent counſels he hath 
given you, and are walking in the path he 


trod, comfort yourſelves with the joyful 
and tranſporting proſpe&t of meeting him 


again, ere long, in the realms of light and 


glory above. 


THE END. 
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DELIVERED AT THE 

INTERMENT 
1 IN 

The Burial- Ground at Bux-HIII, 


Oc roBER 23, 1771. 


By BENJAMIN WALLIN, M. A. 


Hewl Fir-Tree, for the Cedar is fallen | Zech. xi. 2. 
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N this vault: are . the rlmaitis of | 
1 elder and venerable Brother; who; 
having fulfilled a long courſe of labour in 
the eee of his God, is called up to the 
preſence. of our Divine 2 wines. mor- 
tulity is fwallowed up of liſee. | 

The grave we ſurround, is 461 of a com- 
mon perſon, or ordinary ſaint. It is the 
receptacle of an earthen veſſel; alas l now 
broken! Late the habitatiom of à choſen 
ſpitit, charged with a treaſure from on high, 
in the wiſe and faithful diſpenſation of 
which, by the power of the Holy Ghoſt, 
many eyes were enlightened, many hearts, 


we ny fubdued to the lceptte re of ſeſus, 
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« dead, yet ſpeaketh, and 


on”. > The _ 


erp —ang were e affiſted, to the praiſe and * 
of that grace, by which our — friend 
was what he was 

On this 3 occaſion I nia with 
freedom and decency expatigte on the ſupe- 
rior, natural, ſpiritual, and acquired talents 
of the deceaſed ; the general firmneſs of his 


mind, his clear ' underſtanding, penetrating 
judgment, tenacious memory, great know- 
ledge in the ſcriptures, and other writings 
ſubſervient to their explanation and improve- 


ment. Theſe, in connexion with the bleſ- 


ſing of, God on his unwearied diligence; from 
his. youth;; produced thoſe large and nute- 


rous publications, by which, . He, being 
will appear in 
future generations, as conſiderable an in- 
ſtance of profcieney in his character, as can 
be met with in an age. 

It pleaſed God, who called a only by 
his grace, ſo to enlarge his underſtanding in 


the myſtery of the goſpel, and inſpire him 


with ſuch an ardent zeal for promoting the 
knowledge of the truth, that, being ſent 
forth, he approved himſelf an able miniſter 


of the New Teſtament, at a time of lite 
6 e when 


8 


1 


wirh what ſucceſs, in many inſtances, to the 
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at tb Interment. 3 
when the geficrality of thoſs! hol bre par | 
takerFin the faie"gift,' if under a Profen 
of religion, arb comparativefy as bab: 
Thus-furnithed” and anitmated our young d- 
vine, like David; when a ſtrippling in na- 
ture, went out to fight the Lord's battles! 
In the name of the Lord he did valiantly !— 


The weapons of his warfare were not carnal, 


but * mighty; fHlirough God, to the . pulling 


don of ſtrong-holds,- caſting down thoſe 
_ proud” itpdginations, or reaſonings of the 


fleſh; whith exulyeth itſelf againſt the ſove- 
reignty of God in the ways of his grace, 
that he -chiotir bring into captivity- every 
thought to the . obedience of Chriſt; and 


confuſton of the adverſary,” and? the J _ 

the faithful, let Zion declarmmmeea. 
Nor is it the leaſt part of his public oh 

rater, that however he excelled: in various 

reſpects, he never thought himſelf too great 

for the ſtation of an ordinary paſtor in a 

particular goſpel ſociety or church ; he juſtly 


eſteemed it an honour to be inveſted with 


the overſight of a- people gathered in the 
Lord, according to the dictates of the ſpirit 
in his word; he aſpired no higher, in point 
of es and thoogh the fruit of his ſtudies 

I were, 
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were. by the ponds, extended to others, even 
in diſtant parts of the world, his, perſona] 

mfniftry from the pulpit, and otherwiſe, waz 
regular, and. ſteady in the community ayer 
whom he prefided ; there he ſtood, being 
rarely abſent, mpre than half a century, a 
a diligent and faithful ſhepherd feeding his 
flock, dearly beloved, as the church of 
* God, which he hath purghaſed with his 


* own blood.” A ſacred regard to this di 
vine inſtitution is of the greateſt i importance; 


without it the viſible kingdom of Jeſus em 


never long flouriſh or even exiſt in any nar 


tion under heaven, for this is the manner 


eſtabliſhed, in every place, by the inſpired 


firſt miniſters, whom the riſen Lord com- 
miſſioned to teach his diſciples to. qbſerve 
all things whatſoever he had commanded 


them; ſaying, Lo I am with von 1 1 


„to the end of the world.“ 


The writings of our . | PRI 


chiefly turned on the moſt intereſting paints; 


he did not trifle away his gifts on matters 
of ſpeculation, or on ſubjects foreign to the 


deſign of his miſſion: No, they were nobly 


exerted in the defence or repreſentation. of 


thoſe divine myſteries, of which every chriſ- 


tian miniſter is a fleward : The falyation -4 
G 
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Goc by his Son, the only begotteh ef the | 
Father, through” the agency of the Holy , 
Choſt, was the ſubſtance of His theme; he 
unte not to declare the whole counfeFof \ 
Cod, in the choice of a people to glory, 
through ſanctifleation of the Spirit, and be- 
lief of the truth, but, being — to 
know nothing ſave Jeſus Chrift and him cru! 
cited, dwelt much on the glory of his per- * 

fon, v 1 is the expreſs i image e of che Father; \ 
the nature and importance of every office” in 

his mediatorlal character, his com peat a. 
tonement, everlaſting ri ighteouſbel?, and all- 
ſufficient grace, the holy end add bleſſed | 
effects of his metcy to Linners, and, the a= 
cred. ordinances | and means "for. perfedting | 

the ſaints in a life 'of faith: 2176 and every 5. 
other atticle relative to the go | „ did a; 
excellent perſon handle with 215 Fand kill; 

_ diffuling bie knowledge f in the 15 yſtety of 
Chriſt, 5 the : fatisfaQtion and advantage 'of 
many, now rejoicing on earth, of in bed 
who will be his crown. in the laſt and great 
day, and ſome, who never will ſee his 1200 
in the fleſh, are affiſted by his Jabours' in 

the work of. the to to K e wo 1 
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_uſctulneſs; . though; he. 
roots by che river: yea, though year after 


| year, and that for a = age, his leaves are ever 
green, and in his ſeaſon he produces much 


the Son of Adam; he is taken from the 
| ground ſoon, 2 bis breath goeth forth, he 


* his. . periſh Lo, here an in- 


The Addreſe ... 


But, alas | — What is mow — What | is 
the prince of a man! Of a man to whom the 
Lord hath. given largeneſs of heart, or or an 
exceeding underſtanding! — What though 
he be inveſted with all authority, and every 
opportunity is afforded for his long extenſive 


advance ab 4, tree 
planted: by, the waters, that ſpreadeth, her 


fruit, and ſatiates | many; yet, alas! he is 
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"returneth to his. earth ; z In that. very tay 


ance] — Behold and Lament [ —He. that | 


cz 3 1 3 


ake mi the enemy in in. the, gate ; whom 
e -adyer ary, Feared ; a rincipal ſhepherd 
of the. flock © is fallen, 11 no more ! He is 
yeiled in lence. and darkneſs ; ; Big face i 

now covered for ever! Alas! thole eyes once 


410131 


latent night Land, day, neither weary, nor dim 
to, the laſt, in in peruſing. the oracles, of God, 
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ad other books, ſubordinate to his work, ; ire 
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7 cloſed, i in death T- Thoſe lungs and lips 
5 Bag exerted in blowing che joyful trum · 
mier © the * are fled up and 83 
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when the chief Shepherd ſhall -appear, awd 
reward: his faithfol ſervragts:within ern of 


at tbe Interment. 61 


i leſs, and the 8 — 


pen of a ready writer ĩs periſhed in the duſt 1 
Alas |, his, breathleſs ren we reſign to che 
grave! Yet, bleſſed be God, in a good hope 
of its partoin the reſurrectioi of ite j uſt, 


glory which! fadeth not away Then, vn dre 
perſuaded, aur departed friend wilb appear 
among. the wiſe ho have turned anany to 


nighteduſneſs, and (hive. ©: ſtas of- che rſt = 


waghitude. in the kingdom of our Father: 
for he believed, and therefore ſpoke; and died 
in the faith of Jeſus whom he preached. In 
the near views of eternity he was ſu highly 
favoured as to have not the leaſt ſhadow df a 
doubt concerning. his ſecutity in the blood 
and - righteouſneſe af i the S of (God, on 
which he had placed all his dependanice ot 


zuſtifieatipn from fn and Nenn | 


the Moſt. Highs:though, bei had been he- 
noured as an inſtrument of 3 
church, which ſhell not; loſe its reward far 
al know, that g, bleed: are) the, dead who 

« thus die in the Leds yes, faith the Spirit- 


« « they reſt 33 a their 
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62 rue Audit 

This went this man I And half we -t6t 
mourn? Jeſus wept, may T ay, on a tel 
ſorrowful occafion': It does not appear that 
the deceaſe of Lazarus was a loſs to the 
public; be that as it may, shit certainly is: 
What ſenſible: perſon, who loves the truth, 

or ſeeks the proſperity of Jeruſalem, in 
whateveriexternal habit, can fail of being! 
real mourner in his heart, when hö ſees 4 
firſt· rate miniſter cut down and numbered 
with the dead, and eſpecially when there is 
a manifeſt and ſad decay from the ſimplicity 
of the goſpel, and from vital religion 3. 8 a 
natural conſequence of which, alſo every kind 
of wickedneſs, . 
fully prevails, and threatens the land! 
Wat uſe: ſhall we make of this deb 
this affecting diſpeaſition of- Providence — 


[1 
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My hondured brethres, in the like pub- 
lie character; let ut mutually ſyrapathize : 
Are we not ourſelves deprived by this ſtroke? 
Who of us is not ready to ſay, or may not 
with decency cry in the language of Eliſha, 
When Elijah was caught up to heaven; 

% My Father, my Father; eee. of 
« Iſrael and the horſemem thereof !- May 
a double portion of the Spirit of wiſdom in- 


| FE" 
| of the Interment. 65 
creaſe out knowledge. 65: Chriſt; und ne 


we have a freſh mournful inſtance that our 


fathers paſs away; and the prophets muſt 
die, let us know our own frailty; and, while 
we. exert our utmaſt in the ardent fervice of 
our ſacred function, beware leſt by any af- 
fectation or miſtaken zeal we offer: violence 
to theſe feeble frames, and bring on an un- 


timely incapatity for uſefulneſt, yet perſe- 


yere with a becoming fervency; till watch- oe 


ing for ſouls, as thoſe who muſt ſhortly give 
account, that we alſo' may finiſh our courſe 
with joy, and the commiſſion . we have re- 
ceived to r the ne ou: a gracious 
God. 

| Doubles many come to this Pak with | 


an heart full of  forrow, to pay the laſt tri- ; | 


bute, and bid a final adieu to the dead body 
of this worthy perſon; once the admiring 

and attentive audience where he ſtatedly la- 
boured; let me ſpeak freely, in love to your 
fouls; you do well in the midſt of yout 
weeping, each for himſelf, to put home this 

queſtion :— What improvement have I made 
by the rich means, many years enjoyed, under 


ſo able a preacher? Are any of you, after | 


all, not ders of the word, but bearers only ? 
Deceive not yourſelves! — Yau dare heard 
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your late teacher urge the. importance and 
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church, ſo long the charge of our excellent 
Brother, and eſpecially ſuch among you who 
elaim him as your ſpiritual Father; your loft 
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 this'great wan; Arid: it may be valued yours / 


ſelves on the choice of his miniſtry :» Be not 
effcaded./— The greater your condemnation 
if jou die in unbelief. How often, Sir, did 


neceſſity; bf repentance, towards Bod, and 
faith in tha Lord Jeſus: Chriſt ;; and art tho 
ſtill in a ſtate of rebellion, and wühout 4 
real or viſible ſubjection to the Redeemer? 
Take hted, left his extraordinary abilities 


labour, and faithfulneſs, aggravate thy con+ 


demnation in the laſt and great day, when 
all mats N proſe who _ not de 8 
ſpel! 

But * * Chriſtian Neighbours of. aha 


is great, and many feel with you! — Come; 
behold where he lies, whom you followed 


4 an he- goat, your guide Sec him paſſed 


before you through the dark valley; and 
ever the ſwellings of Jordan, on the eternal 
thore of the heavenly country! Hear the 
yoice of his grave] It loudly calls on you 


to remember him that had the rule over 


you, and all his life fo faithfully ſpoke the 
0 of God to you. Do he not ſay, 


13 from 


| at #be:Tnternttnt. O09 
from: the mouth of this cave; Bel ye fol?! 
flowers of me, bh, as I am uf Ohtiſt ? 
Tears, however hecoming, are not all that. 
3 to the mempry of a man who brought 
] ular credit to the community over'whom!: 
he profided let patient reſignation to the di- 
vine will, your order and the :ſtedſaſtneſi of 
your faith in Chriſt, your unenimity- and 
judgment in the choice of a ſuegeſſor, your: 
love to one another, and the whole of :your: 
ſpirit: and conduct, hold: forth the wurd of 
life, and manifeſt that your; late paſtor ran 
not in vain, nor labouted in vain: It is the 
practice of thoſe holy truths he diligently 
taught you that will hononr bis eharater:or 
vindicate your ou. Io: Bes Sit to Hirten 
As for you, my dear ſrionds, the near 
Welte of the deceaſed z- it- is a relief that 
you ſhare with him in the bleſſings of grace: 
Let your conſolation under - this; trial be 
drawn from that covenant, which is ordered 
in all things and ſure: May the connexion 
with which you have been honoured in 
providence prove. ſubſervient to your preſent 
and future advantage; the few remaining 
days of this tranſitory ſtate improve the 


talents you are endowed with, in promoting 
the fame glorious cauſe of Ged: and e 
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5 2 rec parent was embarked} 
and of which he was ſo able. a defender;” that 
in che ond yo may enter the reſt, /'Whore his 
ſtparate ſpirit; unclosthed of this body of 

ſin and vorruption, and free of all imper- 
fection and weakneſs,” is ſolaced before the 
thront, and che Lamb, in fulneſs of joy. 
And now; What man in this large 
; adembiy, however induced to join the 
fpectators, enn go unconcerned from this 
field of death, and the funeral ſolemnities of 
' fo extraordinary a perſon? Do I ſpeak to 
à thoughtleſs' fellow-mortal in his fins ? 
O friend, 1'beſcech thee, take warning; 
if thou hear not that goſpel publiſhed by this 
herald of life, and which continues to be 
ptoclaimed in thine ears by ſurviving 
preachers of the word; if thou believe not 
in the Lor? Jeſus Chriſt, thou muſt ſhortly 
go down to the duſt without hope ! There is 
no exchange fot thy ſoul, unleſs thou par- 
take in the redemption of Jeſus, who having 
put away fin by the facrifice. of himſelf is 
fat down at the right hand of the Father, 

and is able to fave them to the uttermoſt that 
come unto God by him. 
Finally, Beloved, let us comfort one ano- 
ther that _- goſpel, ſo "oy teſtified by 
5 


K i . » Ee : * n 
** * 5 
* - A 4 * 
I \ . EEE 


| : at + ah Interment 
our dear leparte 1 pe ch 25 W es 


4 > Wong's dx 
-* 7 4 4 
r : 
, — * r - 
* # 


his ſtatutes which 'they roppet/i. bis, nap = 


remain alive. and in power: In this living © © 
| word. of the eternal goſpel we fee. death di- i 


armed of its ſting, and have a certain proſpe& | 
of a reſurtection anto an entlleſs. life. + The 


ſaints, and till mote when the. prophets of 
the Lord fall under his detmimion, wes 
ſeaſon, but we know that his tri or 
ſhort: True, there is no diſcharge in "is 
war, but thanks be to God he bath given | 
us the victory! The laſt enemy, however © 
inſatiable or threatening, is doomed to: an 5 
inevitable deſtruction, as it is written 
« O-death I will be thy plagiies! O grive 
I will be thy deſtruQtion |” — Nor ie there 
any delay of this bleſſed hope, for % H 
which teftifieth theſe things ſaith, ſurely, - 
I come quickly.“ O that every foul attend» 
ing this tomb could cordially ceply, a 
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